AFs of Affembly paffed in May, 1751

An A& to prevent the Sale of Traﬂly Tobacco.

r HEREAS it ap-pparé to this General Affembl?, tﬁat the Laws
/ heretofore made, 1clating to Tobacco, have proved ineffcétual
to prevent the Sale of trafhy and unmerchantable Tobaceco : Be

Preamble,

it Enafted by the Right Howourable the Lord Proprietary, by avd With 'No Perfons

the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfbip’'s Governor, and the Upper and
Lower Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That trom and
after the thirticth Day of May Inftant, it fhall not be lawful for any Per-
fon or Perfons, on any Pretence whatloevery to buy, barter for, purchafe,
or take into his, her, or their Pofleflion, or tofell, ot even offer to Sale,
either dire@ly or indire&ly, any trafhy or unmerchantable Tobacco, either
loofe or in Hands, in Bundle; Bulk, Parcel, Cale, Hogfhead, or other
Package whatfoever ; except fuch Tobacco as hath been heretofore lodged

in any Infpe&ing Houfe (or Houfe or Houfes ufed by Infpeétors), in Purfu-

L under the Penalty of Six Pence Current Morney,
for every Pound of Tobaceo {o bought, bartered for, purchafed, taken into
his, her, or their Pofleflion, fold, or offered to Sale, as aforefaid, to be re-

voro

covered, where the Penalty fhall not exceed fifty Shillings Current Mongy,

.

before a fingle Magiftrate, as in Cafe of fmall Debts; and where fuch Pe-
nalty fhall exceed the faid Sum, then and in fuch Cale ta be recovered in
the County Court where fach Offence - fhall happerf, or the Party refides;
by A&ion of Debt, Bill, Plint, or Information, wherein no Effoyn, Pro-

tection, Wager of Law, or more than one Ipaparlance fhall be allowed;
one Modiety Penalty to the Informer, or him, her, or them, that

ance of any former Law ;

of fuch
fhall fue for the fame, together with his, her; or their legal Allowance for
Attendance as an Evidence ; and the dther Moicty to ang for the Ufe of
the County where fuch Offence fhall be committed, . towards defraying the
Charge of fach County in the Execution of the Infpe&tion-Laws : And
where fach Penalty fhall arife by Profecution upon Indi@ment; if the [ns
former fhall not, upon Convi&ion, make his Claim (and which Claim, wheén

to buy or fell

trafhy Tobac-

co after the
joth Day of
May, 1761,

Penalty id

cufe of De-
fault, how tg
be recovered,

madé; fhall be entered upon' the Clerk’s Dotket) to the Moiety in open

Court, then and in fuch Cafe; the whole of fuch Penalty fhall be to and for

the Ufe of the County where fuch Offence fhall be committed; to be appli-
ed towards defraying the Gharge of Infpetion as aforefaid. I
. Apd for the further difcovering 4nd punifhing fo pernicious a Practice,
~ Be 1 likewife Enalied, That if either of thc_Parfies, Offenders as afore-
- faid, fhall make fuch Information againft the other Party or Parties fo as a-
forefaid offending, and fhall profecute fuch other Party or Parties, fo that
he, fhe, or they be of the Offences aforefaid, or either of them, lawfully
conyi@, (to which Purpofe any or eithet of the Parties aforefaid are hercby
enadled and declared to be good and fufficient Evidence), fach Perfon fo as
aforefaid informing and profecuting, fhall not only be indempnified and fa-
ved harmlefs from any Profecution for the faid Offence, but fhall alfo be in-
titled to have and receive the fame Rewards allowed as aforefaid ; and fhall
have and receive, as a further Encouragement, the further Sum of Three
Pence Current Money for every Pound of fuch Tobacco, to his fole and fe-
parate Ufe ; to be recovcred, where the Penalty fhall not exceed fifty Shil-
lings Current Money, before a fingle Magiftrate, as in Cafe of fmall Debts,
to be made a Part of the Judgment of fuch Magiftrate ; and where fuch
Penalty fhall exceed the faid Sum, then and in fuch Cafe to be recovered in
the County Coutt where fuch Offcnce fhall fo happen, or the Party refides,
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